PREFACE,
The circumstances under which this book is published -require   a word of explanation.   When  in   1936; I   wrote "Modern Mysore " I was asked by several friends why I did not produce a similar book about Travancore.   My reply was that 1 was trying to get the necessary materials.   When, however, I brought out the- second edition of  " Modern Mysore " in 1938,1 made up my mind to write a brochure on Travancore and placed my idea before Sachivothama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, K. C. S. I, E. C. I. E., LL. D., the Dewan, who not only kindly promised me all necessary facilities in the way of information, but encouraged me to proceed with the task,   I was furnished with notes on the measure of progress made by the'major Departments during the past decade. I began my task in November, 1940. Since then the Heads of Departments -have been furnishing me with details of progress made during -the last ten years.   I am thankful to Government for the help thus rendered.   I feel extremely grateful for the helpful suggestions thrown here and there by the Sachivothama/ .which; perfectly agreed with my plan of work. When such an agreement had been reached,   my task was easy enough. The small brochure became a volume of more than 400 pages.   Yet I must admit that I have not done full justice to the subject, As I proceeded with each - Chapter and with each Section of my review of the reign of His Highness, I realised that the work deserved more elaborate treatment, especially on the administrative side, as the decade is crowded with several leading events of great importance and lasting benefit to the State and the subject population. Some of them have definitely raised the status of the State as a unit of progressive administration in the governance of Indian India and Travancore has been given its rightful place in the front-rank of Indian States,